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93 'cold-stunned' sea turtles found floating

Amid chilling temperatures during Florida’s recent cold snap, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) responded to reports of thousands of stunned sea turtles floating listlessly in the water or washing onto shore over the cold spell. Cold-stunned turtles may appear to be dead, but often they are still alive. The FWC urges people to report distressed or dead turtles to the FWC’s Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-FWCC (3922) as soon as possible. 
Ninety-three sea turtles found floating in the Mosquito Lagoon were rescued after the cold water shocked their tropically inclined systems.
Most of the "cold-stunned" turtles were endangered green sea turtles, with the exception of one loggerhead. They will be sent to research facilities where they can be cared for.
Nancy Yates, a stranding coordinator for the Sea Turtle Preservation Society, says that when the water cools rapidly they cannot handle the cold temperature and they float to the surface.
The Mosquito Lagoon serves as a nursery for juvenile turtles, while their older counterparts tend to swim out into the ocean, where temperatures are warm enough.
Historic Everglades restoration project starts in Picayune Strand

Picayune Strand, part of a landmark federal-state agreement in 2000 for restoring the Everglades, is the first of those projects to get underway with federal dollars behind it.

More than 200 state and federal officials and environmental advocates bundled up against the cold beneath a tent on the banks of a canal in the Picayune Strand State Forest to celebrate the start of federal work on a project.
Collision with Japanese whaling ship

The so called Japanese Institute for Cetacean Research (ICRC) reports that their vessel was involved in a collision. However the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society claims that the Japanese security ship Shonan Maru No. 2 deliberately rammed the Ady Gil and caused catastrophic damage to the Sea Shepherd catamaran.

Six crew crewmembers, four from New Zealand, one from Australia, and one from the Netherlands were immediately rescued by the crew of the Sea Shepherd ship Bob Barker. None of the crew Ady Gil crew was injured. The Ady Gil is believed to be sinking and chances of salvage are very grim.
New study finds that the average ecosystem will need to shift about a quarter mile per year to keep pace with global climate change

Many species are already on the move in response to shifting climate regimes. In a new study, a team of scientists including Dr. Healy Hamilton from the California Academy of Sciences have calculated that on average, ecosystems will need to shift about 0.42 kilometers per year (about a quarter mile per year) to keep pace with changing temperatures across the globe. 

Mountains offer some protection, but lowland wildlife needs to move faster.
Mountainous habitats will be able to move more slowly, since a modest move up or down slope can result in a large change in temperature. However, flatter ecosystems, such as flooded grasslands, mangroves, and deserts, will need to move much more rapidly to stay in their comfort zone-sometimes more than a kilometer per year. 

"One of the most powerful aspects of this data is that it allows us to evaluate how our current protected area network will perform as we attempt to conserve biodiversity in the face of global climate change," says Healy Hamilton, Director of the Center for Applied Biodiversity Informatics at the California Academy of Sciences. "When we look at residence times for protected areas, which we define as the amount of time it will take current climate conditions to move across and out of a given protected area, only 8% of our current protected areas have residence times of more than 100 years. If we want to improve these numbers, we need to both reduce our carbon emissions and work quickly toward expanding and connecting our global network of protected areas."


The vulnerability of these respective biomes depends not only on the average velocity of climate change they will experience, but also on the sizes of the protected areas in which they are found. For instance, while the velocity of climate change is expected to be high in deserts, this threat is mediated by the fact that protected areas for deserts tend to be larger. On the other hand, the small size and fragmented nature of most protected areas in Mediterranean temperate broadleaf and boreal forest biomes makes these habitats particularly vulnerable. 


Individual species that have a wide tolerance for a range of temperatures may be able to adapt in place as the climate around them shifts. However, for species that can only tolerate a narrow band of temperatures, the velocity estimates in the study are a close approximation for the migration speeds needed to potentially avoid extinction. Nearly a third of the habitats in the study have velocities higher than even the most optimistic plant migration estimates, suggesting that plants in many areas will not be able to keep up with the shifting climate. 
Even more problematic is the fact that natural habitats have been extensively fragmented by human development, which will leave many species with "nowhere to go," regardless of their migration rates.

The team's results not only underscore the importance of lowering greenhouse gas emissions-they also provide data for conservation managers who must now plan for the impact of global climate change. 

FWC rescues 2 manatees in 1 day

Florida manatees also suffered a record deadly year with 429 of the majestic animals dying, the largest number since recordkeeping began in 1974. At least 97 of the deaths were due to boat collisions.

With Florida's human population booming, there are more and more roads, more and more cars, and more and more boats and less and less habitat and wildlife. 
Biologists with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission's (FWC) Fish and Wildlife Research Institute rescued two injured manatees from the east and west coasts.  One manatee was rescued in Palm Beach County; the other was rescued in Pinellas County.
The New Year's cold snap devastated the state's manatee population, with more than 100 carcasses showing up in state waters in the first three weeks of 2010, state wildlife officials said

NOAA sets aside critical habitat for endangered leather back turtles
In response to a petition by the Center for Biological Diversity and allies, this Tuesday the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration proposed to set  aside almost 45 million acres of protected "critical habitat" for endangered leatherback sea turtles off California, Oregon, and Washington. If the proposal is finalized, it will mark the first time critical habitat is designated for sea turtles in ocean waters of the continental United States. 
Unfortunately, the current plan leaves out a large expanse of foraging and migratory areas and fails to protect the turtles from fishing-gear entanglement -- even though it's a leading cause of death for the species. A final critical habitat rule is due in a year.
Center for Biological Diversity protecting penguins

​​​​​​​​To save penguins endangered by global warming and other threats, this week the Center for Biological Diversity filed a formal notice that they'll sue if the Obama administration fails to move forward on protecting seven penguin species. After a Center petition for 12 penguin species -- which are primarily imperiled by global warming and industrial fisheries -- the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed Endangered Species Act protection for seven penguins. But the agency missed its December deadline to finalize those protections. A place on the endangered species list for the penguins will require national action to slow climate change, as well as protection for penguins from fisheries, oil pollution, habitat loss, and other threats.
"Instead of protecting penguins and taking meaningful steps to address global warming," said Center biologist Shaye Wolf, "our government is dragging its feet while penguins are marching toward extinction." The Center has also notified the administration we'll sue over its failure to propose protections for emperor and rockhopper penguins.
Center for Biological Diversity protecting Peninsular Bighorn Sheep and 

Quino checkerspot butterfly
After challenges by the Center for Biological Diversity and allies, the U.S. Forest Service righted two decisions that would have allowed destructive cattle grazing in California habitat for the endangered Peninsular bighorn sheep and Quino checkerspot butterfly. The Service withdrew one decision and reversed another, together which would have reauthorized grazing on 51,000 acres of public land in the San Jacinto Mountains. The Peninsular bighorn competes with livestock for water, scarce forage, and other resources it needs to survive, while the Quino checkerspot can't afford to lose any more of its remaining habitat to the tearing jaws and trampling feet of cattle.

"The Forest Service has made the right decisions for these allotments," said Center biologist Ileene Anderson. "The agency needs to give much closer scrutiny to its duty to conserve endangered species."
Center for Biological Diversity protecting jaguars

With a court deadline looming due to a Center for Biological Diversity lawsuit, the Center and 36 other groups wrote a letter to the Obama administration requesting designation of critical habitat and development of a recovery plan for endangered jaguars. Ever since the Center compelled the jaguar's placement on the endangered species list for its U.S. population in 1997, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has refused to either designate critical habitat for jaguars or develop a recovery plan for them.  In the Center's third round of litigation since 2004 calling for both moves (and after a previous settlement agreement still resulted in no action), last year a judge ordered the agency to reconsider its stance by January 8, 2010. Time's almost up, and the jaguar needs action now.

The last known wild U.S. jaguar was killed last year after a bungled snaring effort by the Arizona Game and Fish Department, intended for radio-collaring but divorced from the scientific conservation intent of a recovery plan. CBD is separately suing the state agency to prevent them from killing additional jaguars.  But for the species to reclaim part of its U.S. range with more than just a few animals, it will need critical habitat and a recovery plan. 
2009 panther road kills highest number ever recorded

On New Year's Eve, a three-month-old Florida panther kitten was tragically hit and killed by a car in Naples, Florida, bringing the number of 2009 panther road kills to 17 -- the highest number ever recorded -- while total 2009 panther deaths reached 24. Will the Florida Panther suffer the same fate as the American Jaguar before critical habitat is designated? 

Center for Biological Diversity petitions for Florida panther critical habitat

The Center for Biological Diversity just filed a notice of intent to sue the feds for not moving forward on their petition to protect 3 million acres of "critical habitat" for the Florida panther. They also petitioned to expand manatee protected areas. When both species have enough habitat, the death rates will decline.
More setbacks in Everglades restoration possible
The state had outspent the federal government about 6-to-1 until this year, when the Obama Administration pumped hundreds of million of dollars into the Everglades, ending the long drought of the Bush presidency. Meanwhile, Gov. Charlie Crist expects to close on his blockbuster Everglades ’s restoration land deal with U.S. Sugar Corp. this year. 
But the prospect of a Marco Rubio Senate win (one activist called Rubio's Everglades record in the state legislature "abominable") and a Republican take-back of Congress could mean more setbacks for the high-cost restoration effort, some environmentalists say. 

So could a shift of Obama administration priorities from stimulus spending to deficit reduction, a change he's expected to emphasize in his upcoming State of the Union address. The handful of ranking Obama appointees in from Washington for the conference can expect to be pressed to pledge support.
Hands Across The Sand Is Coming Soon To Your Beach
 Join us in creating what could become the largest public gathering in the history of our state: February 13, 2010.
This movement will be made of people of all walks of life and will cross political affiliations. This movement, to raise awareness about pending Florida legislation to drill for oil in our coastal waters, is not about politics; it is about protection of our shoreline, our tourism, our valuable properties and our way of life. Let us share our knowledge, energies and passion for protecting our waterways and beaches from the devastating effects of oil drilling.
 
 This protest will bring thousands of Florida's citizens to our beaches and will draw metaphorical and actual lines in the sand; human lines in the sand against near shore oil drilling in our waters. This event will be held on Saturday February 13, 2010. 

Project Perch lauded in Miami Herald

The work of Project Perch At several Broward County schools has been recognized by the Miami Herald.
Read the articles at http://www.miamiherald.com/pembroke-pines/story/1405051.html
and 

link will open in a new window" \t "_blank" 
http://www.miamiherald.com/weston/story/1398051.html?storylink=mirelated

Visit the Project Perch site at http://projectperch.ning.com/ 
Juanita Greene inducted to Everglades Coalition Hall of Fame
The Everglades Coalition Conference added Juanita Greene to the coalition's hall of fame, awarded John Cassanii the John V. Kabler award, and named Dr. Tom Van Lent the George M. Barley Conservationist of the year.  The conference,   held at the PGA National Resort and Spa in Palm Beach Gardens, celebrated the coalition's 25th anniversary and the SFWMD 60th birthday.   
More info: http://www.evergladescoalition.org/Conference.htm 
The Everglades Coalition Releases its 2020 Vision for the Everglades.
Our Vision for 2020 includes ten specific Visions, which capture those
objectives we feel are critical to successful restoration. These ten Visions
are summarized below: 

1. By 2020, lands that are necessary for restoration are brought into public
ownership to expand the spatial extent of wetlands and prevent development
that undermines the greater Everglades ecosystem.  

2. By 2020, abundant and diverse native plant and animal life in the greater
south Florida ecosystem meets or exceeds the 10 year recovery goals of
federal and state conservation plans for listed species and their habitats. 

3. Assure sufficient clean freshwater for the Everglades and the Estuaries. 


4. Adequate storage exists in the Everglades Agricultural Area and North of
Lake Okeechobee to provide clean water to the Everglades and its estuaries
during dry periods and sufficient conveyance capacity exists in the
Everglades Agricultural Area to facilitate a natural response to wet events.
 
5. By 2020, the ecological decline of Lake Okeechobee will be measurably
reversed and infrastructure improvements to eliminate destructive discharges
to the estuaries and to enable water to flow south into the Northern
Everglades will be in significant stages of design, bid or construction.
 
6. The Southern Everglades is on its way towards full restoration of
sheetflow and wildlife recovery as initial key projects are completed.  

7. In the Western Everglades, maintain and recreate the connectivity of
water and wildlife movement, and the greater ecosystem, while promoting wise
growth management. 

8. Science remains the driving force for decision support in CERP and
related project implementation, as well as the basis of CERP policy,
including all steps in the scientific method, peer review, and incremental
adaptive management. [ 

9. Florida's energy choices do not compromise land and water supply critical
to Everglades' restoration efforts.  

10. Everglades restoration sees substantial progress with support and full
commitment at the highest levels of the federal and state governments 

As we restore the natural system, the need for expensive outlays for
maintenance and operation of structural systems will diminish.

Everglades projects see progress during conference                                      Everglades advocates and restoration agencies say they see progress ahead for several projects despite a decade of delays. 
Ten years ago, through the landmark state-federal agreement to restore the Everglades, environmentalists wanted to revive flows to parched Everglades National Park, manage suburban growth to protect wetlands and water, among other projects. 
Although those goals seem years away, environmentalists profess they've gained their momentum after much delays, lawsuits and red tape. 
The Obama administration said some $600 million of federal stimulus and budget cash would be pumped into Glades projects. The White House sent five aides to the 25th annual Everglades Coalition conference in Palm Beach Gardens. 
The Everglades Coalition has released a 10-year plan that calls for state and federal officials to deliver hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars by 2011, and billions in the years to come, for projects to revive South Florida's famed River of Grass. 
That includes getting another $305 million in the next federal budget and at least $100 million from the state for targeted restoration projects. 
In addition, the coalition is urging the South Florida Water Management District to finalize a $536 million deal to buy 73,000 acres from U.S. Sugar Corp. that would be used for restoration. 
The coalition also called on Congress to authorize four long-planned restoration projects, including a 7,700-acre water storage area in western Broward County.
Everglades Coalition expands its focus                                                            When most people think about the Everglades, they envision the great freshwater river of grass south of Lake Okeechobee. But a panel discussion at the 25th annual Everglades Coalition Conference on Saturday at the PGA Resort and Spa focused on the importance of South Florida’s estuaries. 
"These estuaries are part of our coastal ecosystem," said Lee County Commission Chairwoman Tammy Hall. "We are part of Everglades restoration. We are not disconnected from the Everglades. We are not an appendage. We are the Everglades." 
Among the coalition's goals presented in its 2020 Vision for the Everglades are continued land purchases for Everglades restoration, sufficient clean fresh water for the Everglades and South Florida’s estuaries, and restoration of biological diversity throughout the system. 
After the extremely wet years of 2004 and 2005, the Caloosahatchee River estuary suffered massive algal blooms caused by excess nutrients, the result of releases from Okeechobee and runoff from the land between the lake and the Gulf of Mexico. 
Much like Florida Bay, too much fresh water can harm the estuary, but too little can be a problem as well because in times of drought, salinities rise in the estuary and can kill organisms that prefer fresher water. 
Brian Lapointe of Florida Atlantic University said his work in Florida Bay dating back to 1982 shows that system has been damaged by nutrients flowing from the Everglades.  Excess nutrients have caused blooms of the red boring sponge, which smothers and kills coral heads, and algal blooms that have killed seagrass beds and corals. 
Sea turtle rescues continue in Florida waters

The unusually long spell of cold weather in Florida has had a big impact on sea turtles. The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) has been working with staff from county, state and federal agencies as well as numerous volunteers on a mass rescue effort for sea turtles throughout the state. More than 2,000 sea turtles have been rescued so far, with 750 of those taken for triage to Merritt Island National Refuge. As the sea turtles recover and water temperatures rise, another major effort will occur as the sea turtles are released.
“The work being done for sea turtles has required a tremendous collaborative effort with other agencies, businesses and rehab facilities,” said FWC Chairman Rodney Barreto. “We thank everyone who has provided us with assistance to ensure sea turtles get through this unprecedented period of cold.”
When the water temperature drops, stunned sea turtles may float listlessly in the water or wash onto shore. Although these turtles may appear to be dead, they are often still alive. It is important to report these turtles to the FWC’s Wildlife Alert Hotline at 888-404-FWCC (3922) as soon as possible. 

“Sea turtles are protected under the Endangered Species Act,” said Robbin Trindell, FWC sea turtle biologist. “Besides being illegal to disturb them, trying to rescue the turtles without expertise could harm the distressed animal further.”

Hundreds more endangered green sea turtles were plucked from the frigid waters of the Indian River Lagoon on Tuesday and delivered to temporary turtle hospitals statewide during what could be the largest turtle rescue in history. 

Greens and a few loggerheads arrived by the truckload at a temporary triage unit set up inside a large barn-like federal building on Merritt Island. 
"It's incredible," said Anne Meylan, a senior sea turtle biologist with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission. More than a half-dozen state and federal agencies as well as several nonprofits and a host of volunteers worked to rescue thousands of sea turtles stunned and left lethargic by a week of freezing cold. 
"We've never seen anything of this scale," said Meylan, glancing around at the turtles filling every nook and cranny of the building and spilling onto a sunny concrete patio.

Genetically modified corn causing organ damage.

Genetically modified (GM) corn from the food giant Monsanto has been shown to cause kidney toxicity and heart damage in animals. Could this corn be doing the same thing to humans? The FDA should know the answer, but has done insufficient testing.
The first-ever public study of the health effects of genetically modified corn shows that three patented crops developed and owned by agriculture giant Monsanto cause liver, kidney and heart damage in mammals.

The FDA has approved all three varieties for sale and consumption in the U.S. and all three are in our food supply right now.

More shocking, the raw data used in the study was from Monsanto’s own testing -- the company simply ignored clear indications that their genetically modified corn was causing organ damage.

According to the study’s author, the company’s own data “clearly underlines adverse impacts on kidneys and liver, the dietary detoxifying organs, as well as different levels of damages to heart, adrenal glands, spleen and haematopoietic system.”

Help for western Jaguars
Capping a 13-year battle to save the American jaguar from extinction, this week the Center for Biological Diversity won a decision from the Obama administration to develop a recovery plan and protect essential habitat for North America's largest and most endangered cat.

The Bush administration had twice declared that it would not recover, reintroduce, or do anything to protect jaguars in the United States. Twice the Center's legal team filed suit and struck down the illegal decisions. This left the final decision up to Obama, but until the last moment, we were uncertain he would do the right thing as he has not made endangered species a priority to date.
Wells go dry from "freeze" protection pumping
More than 400 complaints have flooded Swiftmud offices about wells gone dry after nights of heavy pumping around strawberry fields caused water levels to plunge...
Groundwater levels in the Dover and Plant City areas fell 40 feet to 60 feet in some places.
Only 80 to 100 Florida panthers remain alive today.
Overdevelopment is the No. 1 cause of panther endangerment. But that may not stop the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which could approve the demolition of wetlands used by panthers to hunt and travel. 
An important migratory corridor could be destroyed 
An important migratory corridor could be destroyed to make way for a mine that would divide and pollute our panthers' habitat -- and supply limestone to improve just one road.

It's still possible for the Florida panther to make a recovery. But we must act quickly to protect remaining panther habitat, not wall in our last panthers with more development.

Floridians have made the Florida panther our state animal, but near-sighted interests have pushed this iconic creature to the brink of extinction. 

Developers are forcing changes that carve panther habitat up into degraded, uninhabitable parcels. Road builders are turning panthers' native wetlands into killing fields.

Much of this development -- like Big Cypress Reservation's mine, proposed to supply limestone to improve just one road -- is senseless and unnecessary.
Judge nixes a permit to expand Black Mesa and Kayenta coal mines
Last week one of the country's most destructive dirty-coal complexes suffered a major setback when, in response to work by the Center for Biological Diversity and allies, a judge nixed a permit to expand the already massive Black Mesa and Kayenta coal mines. Because of appeals filed by the Center, other environmental groups, and a host of local tribal groups and individuals, Peabody Energy -- the largest private coal company in the world -- won't be able to operate and expand both mines under a single permit. The permit would have allowed Peabody to mine an additional 6.35 million tons of coal per year, which the Center estimates would add up to more than 100 million tons. 

Of course, all those tons of coal would have ended up disgorging hundreds of millions more tons of greenhouse gases into the air. Plus, an expansion would have hurt species like the Colorado pikeminnow, razorback sucker, humpback chub, Mexican spotted owl, southwestern willow flycatcher, and Little Colorado spinedace, as well as their habitat. 

Last month, in response to objections by the Center and allies, a judge struck down a controversial water permit for Black Mesa that was poisoning wildlife and tainting local communities' groundwater.

Fourteen Endangered Birds to Earn U.S. Protection
As a result of a Center for Biological Diversity lawsuit, last week the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service completed a rule to protect two endangered birds, native to Galápagos and Papua New Guinea, under the Endangered Species Act. The Galápagos petrel, a dark-rumped seabird known to Galápagos Island natives as "web-footed one," is most seriously threatened by introduced predators and farm animals that tear up its habitat. The Heinroth's shearwater, an elusive bird thought to breed in Papua New Guinea and the nearby Solomon Islands, is also threatened by nonnative predators; its habitat is being destroyed by deforestation as well as commercial fishing operations. 
Feds: Yes, Manatee Needs More Habitat; No, We Won't Grant It   
In response to a petition by the Center and allies, this week the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announced that the endangered Florida manatee indeed needs new federal habitat protections -- but put off actually granting those protections indefinitely. Since "critical habitat" was set aside for the manatee more than three decades ago, a vast body of science has shown that the mild-mannered mammal needs more, and different, areas protected -- and the feds can't ignore that need. Instead, they're saying they won't take action to save the manatee until they get more funding to do it. 

BLM Follows Audubon's Lead to Save the Sage-Grouse from Energy Development                                                                                                            The sagebrush landscape has long epitomized the American West. But this unique habitat, home to scores of plants and animals including the imperiled Greater Sage-Grouse, is rapidly disappearing. Already heavily impacted by oil and gas development, its high plains and sweeping vistas are also an important potential source of wind energy. 

In a landmark victory, the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM), which manages nearly one third of Wyoming's land and is responsible for mineral rights on nearly two-thirds, announced this month that it is making major changes in its leasing policies. This change, largely based on work done by Audubon Wyoming and the Wyoming Governor, offers fresh hope for the survival of Greater Sage-Grouse, enhanced protection for other wildlife that share the western sagebrush ecosystem, and an innovative model to advance wildlife-friendly energy development nationwide. 
Great Backyard Bird Count Just Around the Corner!                                       From February 12th - 15th, join bird watchers from coast to coast for the 13th annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC). The GBBC is open to bird watchers of all ages and skill levels. Participation is free and no registration is required. Participants can easily report what they see online at www.birdcount.org and get an instantaneous snapshot of their record. The website also highlights events going on in local communities, information on the GBBC photo contest, and real-time data from across the U.S. and Canada! Last year, participants turned in more than 93,600 checklists online, creating the continent's largest instantaneous snapshot of bird populations ever recorded.

 Fears of a new "super snake" emerging in the Everglades                                           A three-day, state-coordinated hunt that started on a Tuesday had, by Wednesday, turned up at least five African rock pythons -- including a 14-foot-long female -- in a targeted area in Miami-Dade County.

Those findings add to concerns that the rock python is a new breeding population in the Everglades and not just the result of a few overgrown pets released into the wild, according to the South Florida Water Management District.

In addition, state environmental officials worry that the rock python could breed with the Burmese python, which already has an established foothold in the Everglades. That could lead to a new "super snake," said George Horne, district deputy executive director.
Fund Florida Forever                                                                                                   
In another reversal of Bush administration Endangered Species Act policy, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service wants to more than quadruple habitat protections for the bull trout, a fish that has been harmed by logging, mining and grazing on federal lands. 

The agency on Wednesday proposed designating 23,000 miles of streams and 533,000 acres of lakes and reservoirs in Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana and Nevada as critical habitat. The area includes nearly 1,000 miles of marine shoreline in Washington. Final action is due Sept. 30. 

The proposal is part of the Obama administration's continuing efforts to correct problems identified by a 2008 inspector general's report that found improper political influence affected several Endangered Species Act decisions by the Bush administration, said Michael Bean, special counselor to the assistant secretary of Interior for fish, wildlife and parks.

The nation's biggest land-conservation program has another chance before the 2010 Legislature to renew itself and change course from the 2009 majority decision not to fund this very popular and successful effort.

Florida Forever has always been strongly supported by various conservation, business, local, state and regional governments, private landowners and citizen groups -- a recent poll confirmed that 67 percent of Floridians support continued funding for this program. 

1000 Friends of Florida believes that now is the time to renew one of Florida's signature programs and take advantage of a real-estate market that may not provide opportunities like these for decades. Even at a time of economic downturn, the threats of unmitigated urban sprawl and rampant overdevelopment are evident daily. 
                                                                                                                           Nutrient Water Quality Standards for Florida                                                     EPA has determined that new or revised numeric water quality standards for nutrients are necessary to meet the requirements of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for the State of Florida. This determination will support Florida in building upon its already strong record of water quality protection, result in standards protective of applicable designated uses, and further expand and strengthen the numerous partnerships and collaborative projects Florida has led and supported to date.
Bal Harbor reef repaired                                                                                      In August 2009, Miami-Dade County’s Department of Environmental Resources Management (DERM) completed primary restoration activities on an area of coral reef off Bal Harbour. The damage was consistent with that caused by a tow cable or fish/lobster trawl being dragged across the reef.
Divers surveyed the entire damage area and collected 12 dislodged coral colonies. Reattached hard coral colonies were mapped and tagged to allow for future monitoring.
Numerous large barrel sponges were also damaged or dislodged along the impact path. 
Anaconda found in Kissimmee

Osceola County deputies found a 12-foot-long anaconda while training at the East Lake Fish Camp in Kissimmee, and a hunt farther south located five pythons. Deputies in the Osceola mounted patrol unit were walking their horses over storm grates when they saw the dormant snake. Officials at Reptile World Serpentarium in St. Cloud, where the snake was taken, confirmed it is an anaconda. Anacondas are large, non-venomous snakes found in tropical South America. They are one of the largest snakes and can grow to 30 feet. Anacondas live mostly in water, where they prey on fish or animals. 
In western Miami-Dade County, a state-sanctioned python hunt netted five African rock pythons, stirring fears the nonnative constrictor is breeding in the Everglades .Thousands of Burmese pythons are thought to be breeding in the area. State officials now say the rock python, which can grow to 20 feet long, could be crossbreeding into a potentially worse threat.
The rock pythons eat alligators, goats and have attacked children in their native lands. They don't belong in the Everglades or anywhere in North America. This latest Glades menace is yet another good reason why importation of all exotic animals should be strictly limited to legitimate outlets such as public zoos. 
Joint Everglades Oversight Committee – US Sugar Land Acquisition

Florida Crystals (which has opposed the US Sugar deal from its inception) presented its argument to the Oversight Committee on Monday, Jan. 11.  Their attorney, Sam Poole, former executive director of the South Florida Water Management District said the district is buying the wrong land. They allege the main problem they should be dealing with is Lake Okeechobee where the level of phosphorous is not only too high, but is getting higher. The nutrients are coming from north of Lake Okeechobee, not the south (where the US sugar land is located.)  Also, they say there is no federal assurance of financial aid.  Florida Crystals wants the district to buy a different parcel that includes 30,000 acres they own.

Thomas Van Lent PhD., Senior Scientist for the Everglades Foundation, countered that the US Sugar Land acquisition will result in better, faster, and cheaper restoration.  He agreed that Lake Okeechobee’s P level is too high, but that the US Sugar land presented new opportunities that will save significant amounts of money.  The new land means the district will not have to use aquifer storage and recovery as planned.  ASR uses a great deal of energy and is expensive.  As far as the work that has been done already, practically all of it can be used for surface storage using the land, seep barriers, and pumping stations that are already paid for. And they won’t have to build expensive retaining walls, for additional savings.

DEP Secretary Mike Sole told the committee that he couldn’t guarantee the P levels would be where they should be by 2015 because of the “legacy P” (phosphorous that has washed into the area over time that will take a long time to flush.)
Florida Forever

Deborah Poppell, Director of DEP’s Division of State Lands reported on Florida Forever.  The last $241 million in bonds that were appropriated by the legislature (in 2008) have been sold and current funding will be spent on projects by the end of this year.  However, since no further appropriation is available, the program is stopped, except for paying off existing debt.  The Department has been receiving increased inquiries from willing sellers who want to know if they will be able to sell their properties to the State.

Light at the end of the tunnel – (but it’s a long way to the end of the tunnel…)

Preservation 2000 bonds will start to be retired (paid off in full) starting in 2013.  When that happens, the debt service the state has to pay will be reduced.  This should free up more dollars for further bonding and acquisition.  The problem is that the entire process of purchasing land takes more than a year: projects have to be chosen and prioritized, negotiations have to be carried out as to the details of the sale, etc.  The current lapse in FF funding means willing sellers face uncertainty as to whether the program will be able to purchase their land and they may look elsewhere for buyers.  This could mean a long re-start up period if and when the program is funded again in the future.
Cold snap clouds contain a silver lining

 Even though the recent cold snap brought many cold-stunned sea turtles into shallow waters and onto shorelines across the state, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) and its many partners saved the majority of the animals from certain death. 

Frigid water temperatures stunned thousands of sea turtles throughout the state. If left unaided, most of these turtles would not have survived. Many would have been attacked by predators, been hit by boats or simply drowned.  Rescuers worked feverishly for more than a week to save the immobilized animals, rescuing and eventually releasing nearly 80 percent of the affected sea turtles. FWC biologists are confident that most of the sea turtles will not suffer long-term impacts from the stunning event.       

Additional good news is emerging from those who have been working diligently to save the animals. Rescue of the sea turtles by the FWC and its many partners could prove beneficial to the animals in the long term. 
“We’ve been able to tag many more turtles than ever before, which enables us to learn about their biology,” said Dr. Blair Witherington, FWC biologist. “It’s been a great opportunity for data collection; it’s unprecedented to have access to so many turtles at one time.”

 “As a global company headquartered in Florida, we are especially aware of the need to protect all of Florida’s natural resources, so this was an easy decision to provide Ryder trucks for transporting these animals,” said Rich Mohr, director of rental for Ryder in Miami. “We very much appreciated the opportunity to assist with the conservation of the sea turtle.”

Most of the healthy turtles have been released back into the ocean where the water conditions are now 60 degrees or warmer. In the Panhandle this means transporting the sea turtles out eight to 13 miles. 
First 2010 Florida panther death confirmed
Wildlife officials say the first Florida panther death in 2010 has been confirmed.  The panther was found dead Monday, January 18, in Lee County. Officials say the panther had puncture wounds on its legs and had hair embedded in the claws of the rear legs.

A total of 24 panther deaths were documented in 2009. Officials say Florida has experienced a significant increase in panther numbers over the past two decades. Florida panthers are an endangered species; only 100 to 120 remain in the wild.
Join nature lovers, artists, photographers and wildlife handlers during the 11th annual Everglades Day Festival at the Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge west of Boynton Beach. 
The free "Arts in the Everglades" will take place Feb. 6 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the refuge, 10216 Lee Road. There will be painting, arts and crafts workshops, art shows and ecology exhibits, nature walks and bus trips to Everglades marshes. Guest speakers include Everglades photographer Clyde Butcher and birding guide author Kenn Kaufman. 

The year 2010 has been designated as the year of the Everglades, and the Arthur R. Marshall Foundation has championed Everglades restoration and education. 

For more information, visit http://www.artmarshall.org or call 561-805-8733
Nation’s first marine debris action plan implemented in Hawaii
NOAA and several partners in Hawaii announced a comprehensive long-term plan to actively assess and remove plastics, derelict fishing gear, and other human sources of marine debris from coastal waters and coral reefs along the island chain.

The plan, a first of its kind for the nation, will be instrumental in protecting the state’s coastal communities and marine life from the thousands of pounds of marine debris that wash ashore each year.

                                                                                                                                      Carl Pope Steps down as head of Sierra Club                                                          Since 2003, Michael Brune, Executive Director of the Rainforest Action Network, has shaped RAN's campaign strategies, resulting in more than a dozen landmark commitments from America's largest corporations, including Citi, Goldman Sachs, Bank of America, Kinko's, Boise and Lowe's. It is with gratitude and enthusiasm that RAN now sends Mike off to become the new Executive Director of the Sierra Club.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​John Flicker resigns as CEO of the National Audubon Society
 Former Science Chief, Frank Gill, to Serve in Interim Role
 New York, NY, January 20, 2010 - The leader of America's best-known bird conservation group is leaving his post. 

John Flicker is stepping down after 15 years as President and CEO of the National Audubon Society. Flicker says he will be taking a much-needed break for a while, but plans to continue working for Audubon in another capacity to help the organization advance its conservation agenda.
 

The transition comes after major advances during the past year, including the spread of an Audubon-championed approach to saving an imperiled bird while allowing properly located domestic energy development; and the opening of three new Audubon Centers serving urban communities. 
Audubon will launch a nationwide search for a new leader to help carry its hundred-year legacy of bird and habitat conservation into the new decade and beyond. Former Audubon Chief Scientist and current National Board Member, Frank Gill, PhD will serve as interim president during the search. 
"It won't be easy to match John's vision, expertise and accomplishment," said Audubon Chairman Holt Thrasher. "We're lucky to have someone of the caliber of Frank Gill to step in for the short term while we look for a leader to help us build on the solid conservation foundation John created." 
FWC records unprecedented number of cold-related manatee deaths

The cold period that began Jan. 2 and lasted nearly two weeks continues to impact Florida manatees. Biologists with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s (FWC) Fish and Wildlife Research Institute documented more than 100 manatee carcasses in state waters from the beginning of the year through Jan. 23. 

Biologists report that the preliminary cause of death for 77 of these animals is cold stress. Although pending final review, the number of cold-stress deaths exceeds the previous record of 56 for that category in a single year, which was set in 2009. 

In addition, researchers note exposure to cold this year likely contributed to the deaths of several newborn manatees, classified as “perinatal.” Researchers continue to recover and examine carcasses, so the total is expected to rise; however, the rate should slow down as water temperatures warm.
Close call for Florida’s beaches 

This fall, Environment Florida, and it’s allies in the green community, coastal cities and Chambers of Commerce teamed up to stop the Florida Legislature from handing our world-famous coastline over to oil companies during a special legislative session.

“The legacy of toxic pollution and oil spills from Gulf drilling shows us oil and healthy beaches do not mix,” said Environment Florida’s Adam Rivera. “Environmentalists and businesses are coming together to oppose drilling before beaches close and tourists leave.”

Oil lobbyists claimed advanced practices would safeguard our coastal environment and promised new undersea technology would prevent rigs from being a visual blight to beachgoers or coastal homeowners; but the American Petroleum Institute, one of the oil industry’s most powerful trade groups, admitted, “There is no such thing as an invisible oil rig.”

And on Aug. 21, a state-of-the-art rig, touted by lobbyists as “the future of oil and gas exploration,” ruptured, causing a massive oil spill. The rig leaked for 73 days, spilling more than 9 million gallons of oil off Australia’s pristine Kimberly coastline into one of the ocean’s busiest migratory routes.
Rock Mining: An economic asset, or environmental hazard?
The next three articles tell the story of the up and down struggle against additional rock mining in Miami-Dade County:
Florida’s housing market takes tons of concrete to maintain. Roads that span the state also require limestone for construction, but environmentalists say there’s a high cost of mining the rocks for housing and highway projects. Although Florida’s wetlands provide a pristine aquatic resource, limestone reserves held deep beneath their surface are attractive to mining companies. 
Companies like Florida Rock, Titan, and Vulcan mine the rock to make concrete for housing and highway construction needs locally, and also for international exports. But environmental groups like the Sierra Club have recently sued the Army Corps of Engineers for allowing rock mining in the South Florida Lake Belt region. Paul Schwiep represents Sierra Club in their lawsuit against the Army Corps of Engineers.

The EPA recommended the denial of permits to nine mining companies last year, following a 2006 ruling by federal Judge Hoeveler that canceled mining permits for the Lake Belt due to water contamination when benzene was found in Miami-Dade’s water supply. One of Miami-Dade County’s biggest wellfields is near the mining projects, and The Sierra Club claims this endangers the water supply. The Sierra Club has opposed the permits for what Schwiep said allows the blasting of wetlands to extract limestone. 

And although the government plans to buy $500 million in land from US sugar, conservationists say that Florida’s growth and over-development still stand in the way of restoration efforts. The mines are in close enough proximity to the planned restoration that water intended for the Everglades will be impounded in the open pits rather than being allowed to flow to the Everglades, as well as introducing chemicals into the Biscayne Aquifer. 

Last week a federal appeals court upheld the decision to cancel mining permits in the Lake Belt Region. But the court’s decision is far from the end of this struggle. Brad Sewell, an attorney for the National Resources Defense Council said that the Army Corps of Engineers is poised to re-issue permits in that area. The Lake Belt region encompasses almost 58,000 acres of wetlands bordering the eastern edge of Everglades National Park and the northwestern edge of Miami-Dade County. It produces about half of the state’s construction grade limestone. Mining companies involved in the suit will continue to seek permits. 

Appeals court upholds vacating of mining permits

ATV park in Everglades prompts delight, concern

Unless you ride one, which is a blast, all-terrain vehicles can seem annoying. 

Knobby tires turn pasture into mud pit. Some engines howl like angry tomcats. And since driving off the beaten pavement is all the fun, riders are often at odds with farmers, homeowners, park managers, environmentalists and, sometimes, police. 

ATV owners across South Florida have clamored for years for open land to ride without a hassle. Now, Miami-Dade Parks Department planners, in a joint proposal with Collier County, believe they've found just the spot.

A federal appeals court in Atlanta has upheld the decision of a federal district court in Florida to vacate permits for limestone mining along a strip of former wetlands west of Miami.

A three-judge panel of the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals issued the opinion Thursday regarding wetlands known as the "Lake Belt."

U.S. District Judge Jack Camp, who sat on the panel, wrote in the opinion that the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida "did not err" in January 2009 when it vacated the permits issued by the Army Corps of Engineers to several limestone mining companies. 

The permits are required to extract limestone from the Lake Belt, home to four of Florida's largest mines, which supply about half of the state's cement. The 57,500-acre region, which borders the eastern edge of Everglades National Park, also provides 40 percent of Miami-Dade County's drinking water. There has been mining in the region since the 1950s, creating thousands of acres of lakes.

The 11th Circuit upheld the district court's finding that the Corps failed to comply with the National Environmental Policy Act "because it did not take into consideration the impact that limestone mining would have on municipal water supplies, including the potential costs of upgrading water treatment plants," Camp writes.

The litigation pits the interests of the mining companies against "the need for public drinking water in the Miami-Dade area" and "the protection and restoration of the ecology of South Florida, increasingly threatened by mining, development, and agriculture," Camp writes.

The Sierra Club, the Natural Resources Defense Council and National Parks Conservation Association filed a lawsuit in 2002 challenging the validity of nine 10-year permits issued by the Corps. 
Even though environmentalists won a legal battle against mining near the Everglades, federal regulators approved more rock pits in West Miami-Dade's wetlands.
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By Curtis Morgan, The Miami Herald 
Jan. 30--Environmentalists spent eight years in court arguing that federal regulators should never have approved plans to blast and dredge limestone from 5,600 acres of Northwest Miami-Dade wetlands bordering a well field supplying drinking water to more than 1 million people. They scored a legal win last week when an appeals court in Atlanta upheld a ruling by Senior U.S. District Judge William Hoeveler that tossed the mining permits. 

There was little time to savor victory. 

On Friday, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers approved a plan that reinstated most of the remaining un-mined tracts and cleared the way for miners to nearly double the expanse of rock pits to 10,044 acres over the next 20 years. 

The industry hailed the decision, saying the Corps and other agencies had resolved concerns raised by Hoeveler and environmentalists over the original 2002 permits the Corps issued for an area dubbed "the Lake Belt." 

"This is an important development, not only for our industry, but for creating jobs in Florida," said Kerri Barsh, an attorney for the Miami-Dade Limestone Products Association. "Most important to the public is that state and federal environmental regulators have found that plans for ongoing limestone operations in the Lake Belt present no threat to the water supply, and fully comply with all environmental standards." 

QUICK TURNAROUND 
The move by the Corps, which has been weighing the new applications from mining companies while Hoeveler's decision went through two appeals, disappointed environmentalists, coming just eight days after the ruling from the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals. "With the ink barely dry, the Corps appears to have decided to allow more than 10,000 acres of mining -- including the exact areas that the court agreed were unlawfully permitted before," said Brad Sewell, an attorney for the Natural Resources Defense Council. 

The Council sued the Corps in 2002 along with the Sierra Club and National Parks Conservation Association. Still, it wasn't surprising. Last year, the Corps completed a new study ordered by Hoeveler that found no significant environmental or health risks from plans to dig as much as 18,500 more acres of rock pits between Everglades National Park and the Northwest wellfield, the county's largest source of drinking water. 

The Corps, in a press release, said it issued its "record of decision," along with one of several pending permits to the Cemex Corp., after "extensive study and coordination with the public and other state and federal agencies." The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Fish and Wildlife Service both signed off on the mining decision. 

WHAT IS AFFECTED 

The decision covers 2,717 acres of yet-to-be mined wetlands permitted in 2002 as well as 7,327 of "new" wetlands divided between two areas of about 4,600 acres and 2,700 acres. 

The Corps said it added conditions intended to address environmental concerns. They include a 1,500-foot no-mining strip to protect wetlands between the Everglades and development, "seepage" controls to keep quarries from sucking water from Everglades National Park, restoration of nearby wetlands and expanded water quality monitoring. The plan was also subject to five-year agency reviews. 

The Corps found more mining "not contrary to the public interest," but Sewell called the decision, which he had not yet reviewed, slanted to protect the private interests of mining corporations. 

DECREASED DEMAND 
In a letter he sent to the Corps last week, he argued that shrinking demand undermines industry arguments that the Lake Belt, home to four of the state's five largest limestone mines and source of half the state's cement and fill, was critical to a state economy once fueled by relentless construction. 

The latest estimates by the Florida Department of Transportation forecasts continued decline in demand -- down 15 percent in 2010. The agency, which in 2007 had forecast that demand would outstrip rock supply within five years, now expects it to dip to half the level of boom years. One company also has reported exporting rock, Sewell said. "Are we going to allow the Everglades to continue to be destroyed to ship rock to Panama?" 

'A PYRRHIC VICTORY' 

Though the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta upheld Hoeveler's ruling last year to throw out the permits, it did so without addressing broad concerns the judge had raised about increased risks of drinking water contamination and costs to taxpayers. 

The appeals court upheld his ruling on a fine point, finding the Corps erred in deciding mining was “water dependent" and not adequately reviewed "practicable alternatives." 

"The extraction of limestone in general is not water dependent," the court wrote. "Mining does not always require that the mine be located in a wetland." 

Industry attorney Barsh called the decision a narrow technicality that the Corps had since addressed in new permits.  Attorney Paul Schwiep, who also represented environmental groups, called the outcome of the case frustrating. "Talk about a Pyrrhic victory. It's done. We won. We were finally ruled correct but the wetlands are gone," he said. 

Canal work begins in Everglades project

Water managers and environmentalists Tuesday, January 6th, celebrated breaking ground on a $30 million overhaul of the C-111 canal cut across the southern Everglades in the 1960s -- the third Everglades restoration project to begin this year.
The canal was dug originally to allow barge transport of rocket engines from a plant located in the Everglades to Cape Canaveral. The canal altered the water flow to Florida Bay and Everglades National Park causing hyper-saline conditions in Florida Bay.

Importation of snakes could be banned

In an announcement by Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar, it was stated that the Burmese python and eight other large constrictor snakes that threaten the Everglades and other sensitive ecosystems could be classified as "injurious wildlife" under the Lacey Act,
The Burmese python, which can reach a length of 19 feet, and these other alien snakes are destroying some of our nation's most treasured and fragile ecosystems, the secretary said. 
Many large constrictor snakes are popular as pets and there is a large domestic and international trade in the animals. When released into the wild by disenchanted pet owners, the snakes find warm, wet Florida ecosystems to be comfortable habitats. 
The nine species proposed for listing as injurious are: the Burmese python, northern African python, southern African python, reticulated python, green anaconda, yellow anaconda, Beni or Bolivian anaconda, DeSchauensee's anaconda, and boa constrictor. 
Governor Crist’s 2010 budget recommendations for environmental spending
Governor Crist will be rolling out his 2010 budget recommendations for environmental spending, including restarting funding for the popular Florida Forever land acquisition and preservation program, Sterling Ivey, a spokesman for the Governor’s Office, confirmed in an e-mail. 
In its FY 2009-2010 budget, the state Legislature pulled the plug on new money for Florida Forever as it struggled with the poor economy and the state’s budget crisis. 
Crist’s environmental budget also will include money for Everglades restoration, green energy and jobs and wildlife protection, Ivey said. He would not say how much money would be in Crist’s budget for environmental priorities.
“Getting money in Crist’s budget proposal increases the chances that legislators will pass a budget that funds Florida Forever”, Audubon of Florida Executive Director Eric Draper said. “It’s very important we have some money appropriated every year in order to keep the program alive. Florida Forever funding looms large in efforts to preserve habitat for the endangered Florida panther in Southwest Florida”.
Seismic testing associated with offshore oil and gas drilling could harm Florida's $6 billion commercial and recreational fishing industry, a Florida State University researcher warned on Monday. 

Game fish make noises to attract mates and scare away enemies, and that communication could be drowned out by the explosions of giant air guns that the drilling industry uses for acoustic mapping, said Felicia Coleman, director of FSU's Coastal and Marine Laboratory.

"We suspect this is going to be a bigger problem for the more sedentary species like the red grouper and the Goliath grouper," said Coleman, an expert on the ecology of the Gulf of Mexico. "There could be significant disruption of territorial displays and mating rituals."

Coleman addressed a symposium sponsored by FSU's Institute for Energy Systems, Economics and Sustainability, "The Inshore Challenges of Offshore Energy Prospects."

Expect the Unexpected" from Global Warming[image: image2.png]



MIAMI - Record-breaking cold and frost in Miami, sinkholes caused by farmers watering crops to protect them from freezing in Central Florida, and extensive flooding near Tallahassee. It's not a Florida winter wonderland, and a new report says it may be nature's wake-up call about the impacts of global warming. 

Report author Dr. Amanda Staudt, climate scientist with the National Wildlife Federation, says oddball weather patterns are becoming the norm.

"Even though parts of the southern United States have had pretty cold weather this winter, global warming is still happening. Sometimes it is hard to get beyond your immediate location and see the bigger picture, but in fact NASA just announced that 2009 ties for the hottest winter on record."

Staudt calls the uncontrolled carbon pollution that causes global warming an "unchecked experiment on people and wildlife." [image: image3][image: image4][image: image5]
